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appeal to the medical auditor (who, as stated, was numerously
represented in the assembly) to cooperate in the work by
giving his invaluable aid in the prompt reporting and due
selecting of subjects for the " Scuola " and the I I Casa" of
Labour alike-subjects who, in the practitioner’s judgment,
might profit by these institutions and give prestige and
support to their beneficial mission.
May 31st. 

&mdash;..&mdash;&mdash;&mdash;&mdash;&mdash;&mdash;&mdash;.

BUDAPEST.

(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

Professor August Forel on the Tasks of Social Hygiene in
the Twentieth Century.

ON the occasion of Professor August Forel’s visit to

Budapest for the purpose of delivering an address on the
Tasks of Social Hygiene in the Twentieth Century the town-
hall was selected as the place of meeting and there was a
very large attendance. Before presenting the chief points
of his discourse I may give some particulars relative to his
life and scientific work. He is a tall, grey man, lively in
demeanour, and a quick speaker. He was born in the French-
speaking part of Switzerland in 1848. He holds the degrees
of doctor of medicine and doctor of philosophy. He was

formerly assistant at the psychiatric clinic in Vienna,
afterwards becoming professor in the University of Zurich,
and now he practises his profession in Yvorne, a small
village in Switzerland. He has never been wealthy,
although enjoying a reputation which brings patients
from all parts of the world to seek his advice. The
two subjects which have formed the chief pursuits of
his life are the treatment of mental diseases and the natural
history of ants, the former being his professional occupation,
while the latter is his pastime. On the subject of ants he
has written one large work, together with more than 100
shorter memoirs in which he has described an immense
number of varieties of these insects. As a boy of 16 years
he undertook an experiment with a view to ascertain whether
the community exists only as long as the mother ant sur-
vives. He made an anthill on the yard of his father’s house
and studied the insects for 10 years. When 30 years of age
he became professor and director of a large lunatic asylum
in Zurich, but in 1898 he resigned both appointments in con-
sequence of a dispute with the Cantonal Government and
entered on private practice. The great success of his first i
considerable work, "Die Sexuelle Frage" ("The Sexual
Question"), is shown by its being translated into French,
English, Hungarian, Swedish, Italian, and Spanish. The
proceeds of the sale of this book enabled him to buy
a house in Yvorne where he lives with his family
,and with two or three resident patients. Indifferent
to the so-called pleasures of life and limiting his

personal wants to the mere necessaries of existence,
he passes the whole day in mental application and

regrets as lost the time which has been otherwise employed.
As already mentioned, his audience in the town-hall at

Budapest was very large, comprising about 2000 persons,
most of whom were medical men. He began his discourse
with a survey of the progress and development of mankind
during last century, saying that the most notable figure of
the nineteenth century was neither Bismarck nor Napoleon
but Darwin. He considered that the immense development
of industrial undertakings has made the people of the present
day very self-conceited. They are inclined to over-estimate
their own mental capacity in comparison with the men of
olden times and other continents. It cannot be denied that
certain races of mankind are superior in brain power to some
other races. For instance, mental work like that of the white
races could never be expected from negroes. It has, however,
been a great mistake on the part of the white races to under-
estimate the immense progress, both material and intellectual,
which the Japanese have made during the last 30 years.
Some people say that the Japanese are only imitating ns.
But did not the European nations in the fifteenth century,
the age of the Renaissance, imitate the Greeks and the
Romans ? 1 And do they not now acknowledge the fact with
justifiable pride ? There was no difference, he said, between
the mental capacity of the ancients and the moderns ; the
only difference was that we, the moderns, had inherited the
experience of our ancestors and the great stock of scientific
knowledge which they had accumulated with immense
diligence and pains. We have in this way learned a great

deal which was unknown to the Greeks and Romans. While
over-estimating the triumphs of technics and industry we not
only forget the reverence and respect due to the individual,
but we lose sight of the great and important question how
the human race can be improved and brought nearer to

perfection. It is a false estimate of human duty not to
prevent the propagation of the race by individuals of
imperfect mental and physical development. One of the
most important tasks of social hygiene and the medical pro-
fession was to prevent degenerates from propagating. It
was also necessary to demolish several false gods-first of
all, Bacchus and Gambrinus, who were a constant peril to
the human race. Alcohol weakened the mental power even
of those who took it in strict moderation. To remedy these
many miseries of mankind was the task of social ethics, and
those who worked in this good cause took for their motto the
words, " Let us give more to the community than the com-
munity gives to us." The idea embodied in social ethics
was self-sacrifice on the part of the individual for the
good of the community, whereas sacrificing for one

person was a kind of egoism. Women ought especially
to beware of it. In some respects the female brain
was inferior to the male brain, but in the qualities of
mental alertness, sympathy, and perseverance women

were decidedly superior to men. Social ethics have
for their necessary supplement social hygiene, which aims at
producing healthier and happier generations. Both of them
aim at the prevention of human misery. Both of them,
therefore, denounce alcoholism and the passion for money-
making which presses so heavily on the masses and converts
the working classes into mere proletarians. Both of them
alike inculcate sexual purity and early marriage. Prostitu-
tion ought to be abolished by removing its causes and not by
vain attempts to enforce repressive police measures. A
student, aged 22 years, who loved a girl, aged 18 years,
asked Professor Forel to advise him what to do, because
some time must elapse before he could marry her on account
of his inability to maintain a wife and the child who was
to be expected. Professor Forel’s advice in such cases is that
the lovers should marry but should postpone procreation until
their circumstances improve. Unhealthy and degenerate
married couples who are for that reason ill adapted to be the
parents of the coming race ought in his opinion to postpone
procreation indefinitely. To forbid such people to marry
would be inhuman, but to encourage them to propagate
would be contrary to the interests of posterity. Professor
Forel argues that as the earth is already sufficiently peopled
now is the time to give preference to quality over quantity in
the population. As a means of furthering this object he
considers the artificial limitation of births to be justifiable.
Suitable instruments for accomplishing such limitation have
been devised and the use of them cannot be considered
immoral. It would be just as reasonable to assert that it
was immoral to wear spectacles which similarly do not
belong to the body. Professor Forel is a zealous advocate of
the emancipation of women, which he expects to be a
leading feature of the twentieth century. Among the lower
animals, he said, there is no example of the male making a
slave of the female, this system being confined entirely to
the human family. Women were justified in claiming the
right of voting and it was a matter of astonishment to him
that some women were indifferent to the attainment of this
right. Finally, he expressed a hope that the time would come
when all differences of nationality and language would be
smoothed away. He was therefore an ardent supporter of
Esperanto, a universal language which would bring the
nations nearer to each other in the great work of humanity.
June lst.

CANADA.

(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

Sudden Death of a Prominent Surgeon in Western Canada.
IN the early morning of April 24th Dr. W. S. England of

Winnipeg, Manitoba, died from cerebral basmorrbage. He
was 40 years of age. To not many of Canada’s surgeons did
success come so early in life as to Dr. England. Born in the
province of Quebec 40 years ago he matriculated at McGill
University, Montreal, in 1885 and received his degree with
first-class honours from the same institution in 1889. After
spending a year as interne in the Montreal General Hospital
he proceeded to Winnipeg, and that he was made of more


